Fuel Filter Installation:

Read Everything First!

I ended up mounting the fuel filter on a cross piece of the body that is directly in front of the fuel tank.  This area is very high up and kind of shielded.  I also decided on this area so I would have a connection point for the fuel line separate from the tank.  That way I wasn’t trying to string along a long section of line from the tank to the front of the car.  With it like this, I have a short section coming out of the tank, down through where the stock lines run and into my filter.  From there I can work entirely under the car to run the line to the front.

The area around the tank where the stock lines are going underneath is really tight.  I needed to get a –8 with it’s connectors through there.  To do so, remove the metal under shield of the gas tank.  Loosen the two bolts holding the tank on the passenger side.  Then remove the two bolts on the drivers side.  This will let the tank drop down and inch or so and give the clearance necessary to feed the line through.

To mount the filter I used some plastic from a kitchen cutting board as a bracket.  It’s about a half inch thick.  This material can come in handy for a lot of things since it’s tough, doesn’t rust and is easy to cut.  I cut a strip the length of the filter with the fittings on and about an inch or so wide with a hacksaw.  I used rubber well nuts to mount it.  With these, you drill a hole and insert the rubber nut which has metal threads inside.  As you tighten the bolt the rubber portion expands in the hole and won’t come out.  I used these instead of using sheet metal screws which can strip.  The cross member is sealed so there is no way to put a bolt through with a nut on the other side.  The rubber well nuts are shaped like a T.  On the plastic bracket I used a wood boring bit to drill out a little material so the bracket will end up flush against the cross member.  I also used the dremel to shave a way some material where the hose clamps go around the back side of the bracket to match the curvature of the clamp and allow them to be flush with the bracket backside.  Also, your mounting bolts should be out near the ends of the bracket so they don’t end up under the filter.  And finally, I found a rubber 1 ½ x 1 ½ plumbing coupler at home depot to slide over the filter.  Fit is perfect.  Prevents the hose clamps from scratching up the filter.  I replaced the clamps that came with it, with some 3” I believe.  Wrapping the clamps around the filter and bracket calls for a bigger clamp than what came with the coupler.  
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With the filter mounted I ran the line.  First I ran it through and to the filter to measure.  Taking in account for the fittings, I took it back out and cut what I needed, put the fittings back on and installed the line.  On the passengers side there is a metal shield of some sort that was slightly in the way.  I removed it and used the hole in the cross member to place a line clamp in that spot.  Perfect for securing the line.  You can see it near the sway bar, to the right of the two bolts holding the suspension bushing.
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When assembling the reducer fittings on the filter I put some assembly lube on the o rings and some lock tite on the threads.  Also, make sure everything is clean.  Thoroughly clean the line after putting the fittings on.  I also found out, that no matter what you do the fittings will get marked up.  I bought the aluminum vise jaws and aluminum AN wrenches, but to tighten the fitting on the ss line the way it needs to be, it takes a lot of pressure.  The anodized finish will get slightly messed up.  I found that a good adjustable wrench that doesn’t have a lot of play works just as well.  Wrap the jaws with tape to help protect the fittings. One other tip, use a Q-tip to coat the inside of the line before screwing the fitting in.  Helps a lot so it doesn’t take as much pressure with the wrench.  

Optionally, you can put wire loom on the ss line.  The ss protects the line really well but is rough on anything it rubs on.  I used ¾ inch since ½ inch was too small and wrapped the ends with a special electrical tape.  It’s a rubberized tape that fuses to itself when wrapped.  Holds up better than regular electrical tape that eventually comes apart.  

Other notes:  The filter has the 10 micron paper element.  You get get a washable stainless element but it doesn’t filter nearly as well.  

